
Provides support to clinical trial 
managers for all phases of study.

Key responsibilities

Prepares documents and 
organises meetings

Communicates across 
clinical departments

Provides support to senior 
members of clinical team

SCRA Senior Clinical Research
Associate I-III 

Monitors the running of 
clinical trials.

Key responsibilities

Updates study documentation and 
maintains clinical data systems

Coordinates research 
procedures

Monitors study 
sites and activities

Manages laboratory and 
research duties to ensure they 
reach study objectives.

Key responsibilities

Ensures timely and 
accurate communications 

Maintains the integrity 
of clinical data 

Coordinates clinical 
trial meetings  

Key skills
Communication Problem solving

Critical thinking  

Attention to detail

Flexibility

Time management

Key requirements
Academic degree in medicine life
sciences, health care or related fields 

A sound understanding of the good
clinical practice guidelines  

Protip
A masters, PhD or 

PharmD is not 
essential but can be 

beneficial. 

Employers
 Pharmaceutical companies

Biotech companies

Contract research organisations

Find clinical research job opportunities at
www.proclinical.com/jobs

Responsible for managing, 
coordinating, and overseeing the 
various aspects of clinical trials. 

Key responsibilities

Coordinates site management 
activities and supervises staff 

Creates and implements study 
monitoring tools and documents 

Creates and oversees 
trial budget $

Clinical trial
manager 

Responsible for operations and the 
direct line manager to the clinical 
research associates. 

Key responsibilities

Manages project team 
members  

Ensures team members are 
trained effectively  

Assists with clinical trial 
investigation methods  

Clinical team
manager 

Involved in planning and directing 
clinical research projects and as well 
as evaluating clinical data. 

Key responsibilities

Maintains study records 
and ensure compliance 

Ensures the study is being 
delivered on time and on budget 

Evaluates and interprets 
collected study data 

CRA Clinical Research
Associate I - IIICTA Clinical Trial

Assistant 

Responsible for the performance 
and development of the clinical trial 
teams. 

Key responsibilities

Provides support, training and 
mentoring to clinical team 
managers 

Liaises with management on 
development of business 
processes 

Plans and implements 
professional development 
activities 

Director, clinical
team management 

Responsible for directing, 
coordinating, and managing the 
various aspects of clinical trials. 

Key responsibilities

Develops, implements and 
directs clinical development 
activities 

Provides strategic input to 
clinical trial plans 

Guarantees objectives of 
trial fit within budget 

Director, clinical
trial management

Responsible for developing, 
maintaining and executing a 
project plan for clinical trials. 

Key responsibilities

Provides oversight to 
project managers 

Develops and maintains trial 
project plans 

Ensures projects are delivered 
on time and on budget 

Director, clinical trial
project management

Oversees and has overall responsibility 
for the clinical operations department. 

Key responsibilities

Proactively manages the 
clinical research process 

Provides leadership, strategic 
insight and guidance 

Provides updates to 
key stakeholders 

VP/Head of
clinical operations 

Clinical research

career path

Clinical project
manager

10+ years
of exp10+ years

of exp

15+ years
of exp

10+ years
of exp

7+ years
of exp 7+ years

of exp 7+ years
of exp

Training takes place mainly in-house and on 
the job. The nature of the training can vary 
from company to company, with some 
employers providing a structured system.

Some companies will pay for relevant external 
training courses through organisations such as 
the ICR. They provide training in areas such as: 
Advanced monitoring, effective project 
management for clinical trial, essentials of 
clinical trial monitoring and process thinking in 
clinical trials.

Professional development

Please note that this infographic is based on 
common career pathways and may not account 
for every direction a career in clinical research 
may take you in.

4+ years
of exp2+ years

of exp


